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Introduction

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program was established to solve problems in ecosystem
quality, water quality, water supply reliability, and levee and channel integrity. The
Program seeks to do this by developing a long-term comprehensive plan that will restore
ecological health and improve water supply reliability for beneficial uses of the Bay-
Delta System. The Program has crafted alternatives that improve water quality so as to
protect Delta drinking water supplies and improve the quality of aquatic habitat.
Maintaining and improving the integrity of Delta levees and channels will protect
agricultural, urban, and environmental uses within the Delta and protect the quality of
water uses elsewhere in the state. Water conservation and recycling programs can assure
the efficient use of existing water supplies and any new supplies developed through the

_ Program, '

In Phase 111, following completion of the Final Programmatic EIR/EIS, implementation
will begin. This period will include site-specific environmental review and permitting, as
necessary. Because of the size and complexity of any of the alternatives, implementation
is likely to take place over a period of decades.

The first stage of Program implementation is critical to its long-term success because it
will serve as an indication of the CALFED agencies and stakeholder community capacity
to act on a cost-effective, practical, and equitable set of actions which advance the
Program objectives. In order to move expeditiously into Program implementation after
completion of the Programmatic EIR/EIS and the Record of Decision, it is necessary to
begin now to define the earliest, high priority actions, their funding requirements and
sources, 1mplement1ng entities, and detailed implementation plans for each action. This
draft paper is intended to open a broad discussion of these issues and to elicit input from
all interested partlclpants in the CALFED process. As the action priorities are reviewed,
refined, and evaluated in more detail, they will serve to.guide funding priorities,
formulation of cost estimates, resource planning, and implementation activities of
CALFED participating agencies.

Priority Actions

Based on discussions with CALFED Program Managers, proposed high priority actions
have been identified for implementation prior to or shortly after the completion of Phase




forward together as intended. A wide range of linkage mechanisms may be applied,
including contracts, inter-agency agreements, legislation (including bond acts), and
individual agency funding commitments.

The 7 bundles are described below, in no particular order of priority:

Lower San .! oaquin River and South Delta Region Bundle

This bundle is designed to address the regional concerns regarding south Delta and lower
San Joaquin River and south Delta fisheries, water quality, water supply reliability,
recreation, flood control, and wildlife habitat, The proposed actions are designed to
conduct feasibility and environmental evaluations and implement corrective actions in the
region as well as in upstream watersheds which affect the quality and quantity of flows in
the San Joaquin River.

Lower Sacramento River, North Delta Bundle

This bundle is designed to develop an balanced solution to concerns surrounding fishery
and water quality impacts of diversions from the Sacramento River into the central Delta,
to address regional flood concems, and to substantially enhance riparian and wetlands
habitat corridors in the region.

Yolo Bypass, Suisun Marsh, and West Delta Bundle

This bundle is designed to address group water quality, fisheries protection, and habitat
enhancement actions for the west Delta region, including Suisun Marsh, the west Delta
islands, and the Yolo Bypass. Because expansion of wetlands in the Yolo Bypass area
could exacerbate the potential toxicity effects of mercury originating in the Cache Creek
basin, this bundle includes substantial research to identify those sources and potential .
remediation tools. '

Delta-Wide ERP/Levees Bundle

This bundle is designed to achieve a reasonable balance between implementation of
ecosystem improvement actions and levee system improvement actions. In addition this
bundle includes actions to improve fisheries, water quality, and habitat throughout the
Delta, including protection and enhancement of Delta in-channel islands.
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List of Abbreviations

Ag
BMP

Br
CCFB
CMARP
Corps
cufgw
CVP
DFG
DWR
Eco
Env.
ERP

ET
External
FY

Hg

ID

Imp.
Levees
LH

RD
RwWQCB
5/C

Se
SJRGA
SWP
SWRCB
TDS.
TOC
USBR
USFWS

" VAMP

w/
WM
WaQ
WT
WUE

Agricultural

Best Management Practices
Bromide

Clifton Court Forebay
Comprehensive Monitoring, Assessment, and Research Program
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Conjunctive use/groundwater
Central Valley Project
Department of Fish and Game
Department of Water Resources
Ecosystem

~ Environmental

CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program
Evapotranspiration

Related action, not part of the CALFED Program
Fiscal Year (assumed to be federal in this document)
Mercury

Identify

Improve

CALFED Levee System Integrity Program
Low Head

Reclamation District :

Regional Water Quality Control Board
CALFED Storage and Conveyance Programs
Selenium

San Joaquin River Group Authority

State Water Project

State Water Resources Control Board

Total Dissolved Solids, mgfl

Total Organic Carbon

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Vernalis Adaptive Management Program
with

CALFED Watershed Management Program
CALFED Water Quality Program Elements
CALFED Water Transfer Program Elements

.CALFED Water Use Efficiency Program




